
INDUSTRIAL HEMP
Cult ivat ion and Process ing In Georgia

- The Department of Agriculture is responsible for Georgia's Industrial Hemp Production program. 
- The agency submitted proposed regulations to the USDA within 60 days of the effective date of HB
213 (May 20, 2019). Additional regulations may be promulgated, in consultation with the Georgia

Bureau of Investigation (GBI), to ensure implementation of the program.
-The Department of Agriculture, using its own personnel or qualified independent contractors, has the

right to test hemp at the fields and greenhouses of growers, as well as at processing facilities, to
ensure all hemp products are found to have a THC concentration below .30 percent.
-The Department of Agriculture will administer grower licenses and processor permits.
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Grower License
- No more than one license per person
- To apply, a grower must provide:  a legal description and GPS
coordinates for hemp fields and greenhouses; a written
agreement with a permitted processor; written consent to allow
the GBI and other law enforcement to enter premises; and a
criminal background check
- If approved, grower must pay an annual license fee of $50
per acre cultivated up to a maximum fee of $5,000

Processor Permit
- A permittee may also be issued one grower license
- To apply, a processor must provide:  a legal description
and GPS coordinates to locate facilities; a written
agreement with a grower; written consent to allow GBI and
other law enforcement to enter premises; a surety bond of
$100,000 from an authorized surety company; and a
criminal background check
- If approved, permittee pays initial fee of $25,000, then an
annual renewal fee of $10,000

- Industrial hemp can be used for thousands of
products, including textiles, construction materials, and
pharmaceuticals.
- HB 213 allows for state universities to research new
benefits of industrial hemp.
- Hemp production was legalized in the United States
by the 'U.S. Agricultural Act of 2018', a.k.a. the 'Farm
Bill'. To date, 41 states have enacted laws regarding
industrial hemp. 
- In 2018, 24 states cultivated hemp, with 13 states
allowing for commercial operations.

Additional ResourcesDid you know...
- HB 213, the 'Georgia Hemp Farming Act':
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-
US/Display/20192020/HB/213
- House Study Committee on Industrial Hemp Production
(2018): https://wwwadm.house.ga.gov/Committees/en-
US/IndustrialHempProduction.aspx
- NCSL State-by-State Hemp Statute Comparison:
http://www.ncsl.org/research/agriculture-and-rural-
development/state-industrial-hemp-statutes.aspx
- GA Department of Agriculture Industrial Hemp Website:
http://agr.georgia.gov/industrial-hemp-production.aspx

http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20192020/HB/213
https://wwwadm.house.ga.gov/Committees/en-US/IndustrialHempProduction.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/agriculture-and-rural-development/state-industrial-hemp-statutes.aspx
http://agr.georgia.gov/industrial-hemp-production.aspx

